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Terry Anderson is the president of PERC and senior fellow at the Hoover 
Institution, Stanford University. He believes that market approaches can be both 
economically sound and environmentally sensitive. Anderson’s work helped 
launch the idea of “free market environmentalism” with the publication of his 
book by that title, coauthored with Donald Leal. Government subsidies often 
degrade the environment, he points out, and private property rights encourage 
resource stewardship by harnessing market incentives to individual initiative for 
protecting environmental quality. Anderson is the author or editor of 37 books 
including most recently Tapping Water Markets with Brandon Scarborough and 
Lawrence R. Watson. His book The Not So Wild, Wild West with P. J. Hill (Stanford 
University Press 2004) which was awarded the 2005 Sir Antony Fisher 
International Memorial Award and Greener Than Thou: Are You Really an 
Environmentalist with Laura Huggins (Hoover Institution Press 2008), which was a 
runner up for the same award in 2010. Anderson has published widely in both 
professional journals, including the Journal of Law and Economics and Economic 
Inquiry and the popular press, including the Wall Street Journal, the Christian 
Science Monitor, and Fly Fisherman. During his career at Montana State 
University, Anderson won several outstanding teaching awards and is now 
professor emeritus of economics. He received his B.S. from the University of 
Montana and his Ph.D. in economics from the University of Washington. 
Anderson is an avid outdoorsman accomplished at big game hunting, bird 
shooting, fishing, skiing, and hiking. 
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Dan Benjamin is Alumni Distinguished Professor Emeritus, Clemson University; 
senior fellow and fellowship program director at PERC; and Adjunct Professor 
Pediatrics, Duke University School of Medicine. After graduating Phi Beta Kappa 
from the University of Virginia, he obtained M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from UCLA, 
where he was a National Science Foundation fellow. He has taught at the 
University of Washington and the University of California at Santa Barbara. 
Professor Benjamin has been a national fellow at the Hoover Institution, Stanford 
University, and served as staff economist on the Council of Economic Advisors, 
and as deputy assistant secretary for policy, and later as chief of staff, at the U.S. 
Department of Labor. He also has been a visiting scholar at the University of 
Liverpool, England; Cardiff University, Wales; and the American Enterprise 
Institute. During 2004-5 he was the Caird Honorary Research Fellow at the 
National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, England. Over his career, Benjamin has 
received numerous teaching awards, including being named Alumni Master 
Teacher, the highest teaching award given by Clemson University. Benjamin has 
published dozens of scholarly articles and authored or edited more than a dozen 
books. He has been associate editor of the scholarly journal Economic Inquiry, 
and served on the executive committee of the Western Economic Association. 
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Holly Fretwell is an Adjunct Instructor at Montana State University teaching 
sections of the Economic Way of Thinking, Principles of Microeconomics, Natural 
Resource Economics, and Economics and the Environment. She works with the 
Foundation for Teaching Economics as a presenter in their Environment and the 
Economy and Right Start workshops for high school teachers. Fretwell has co-
authored curriculum for high school teachers on economic principles and climate 
change issues. She is author of the recently published book, Who is Minding the 
Federal Estate: Political Management of America’s Public Lands. As a research 
fellow at PERC, she continues to analyze the implications of federal land policy 
and environmental stewardship. She has presented papers promoting the use of 
markets in public land management and has provided congressional testimony on 
the state of U.S. national parks and the future of the Forest Service. She is also 
author of a teen primer on climate change, The Sky’s Not Falling: Why It’s OK to 
Chill About Global Warming (World Ahead Publishing 2007), written to help 
encourage parents, teachers, and kids to become critical thinkers. Fretwell holds 
a bachelor’s degree in political science and a master’s degree in resource 
economics from Montana State University. 
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P.J. Hill is professor emeritus of economics at Wheaton College and PERC senior 
fellow. Hill received his B.S. from Montana State University and his Ph.D. from the 
University of Chicago. An economic historian by training, Hill has written on 
institutional change and the evolution of property rights. His book with Terry 
Anderson, The Not So Wild, Wild West challenged many of the traditional 
theories of how the West was settled. Rather than a place of anarchy and 
violence, it was characterized by local groups forming to solve collective action 
problems. Born and raised on a family ranch in eastern Montana, Hill has 
maintained an interest in cattle ranching while pursuing an academic career. He 
owns and operates a cattle ranch 35 miles west of Bozeman. 
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Roger Meiners is a Goolsby Distinguished Professor of Economics and Law at the 
University of Texas at Arlington and a PERC senior fellow. His economics degrees 
are from Washington State University, the University of Arizona, and Virginia 
Tech; his law degree is from the University of Miami. Meiners has also been a 
faculty member at Texas A&M University, Emory University, and Clemson 
University, and was a regional director for the Federal Trade Commission. His 
research focuses on common law and market solutions to environmental issues 
and on the economics of higher education. He has published articles on law and 
economics in various popular and scholarly journals, such as Environmental Law, 
and is co-editor of several books in PERC’s Political Economy Forum Series 
including Taking the Environment Seriously (with Bruce Yandle), Who Owns the 
Environment (with P. J. Hill), The Common Law and the Environment (with 
Andrew Morriss), and Government vs. Environment (with Donald Leal). Most 
recently, he is coauthor of The False Promise of Green Energy from the Cato 
Institute and is currently working on economic and regulatory issues affecting the 
mining industry. 
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Michael ’t Sas-Rolfes is a sustainability economist, with unique experience and 
understanding of the role of markets for biodiversity conservation. For the past 
25 years, he has been actively involved in various private conservation initiatives, 
starting as a financial manager of a private game reserve in South Africa. Mike 
conducted pioneering research into the role of private markets for wildlife 
conservation in Southern Africa, and worked with Francis Vorhies in setting up 
Eco Plus, an innovative consultancy on business, economics and the 
environment. His consulting experience includes work on issues as varied as 
energy policy, environmental impact assessments, trans-frontier conservation 
areas, wildlife trade policy and institutional reform in protected area 
management. He has written extensively on various conservation issues, 
especially relating to trade in endangered species, and has been involved with 
teaching and supervision of students. Mike has also worked and published with 
several think tanks, including the Free Market Foundation (South Africa), Institute 
of Economic Affairs Environment Unit (UK), International Policy Network (UK) and 
the Property and Environment Research Center (PERC), where he was a 2011 
Lone Mountain Fellow. 
 

 
 


